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ON  THE  HEALTH  [OF  THE 
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BACUP: 
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55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 


Councillor  Howorth, 
Alderman  Law, 
Councillor  Brierley, 
Councillor  Crabtree, 
Councillor  Cropper, 
Councillor  Creates, 
Councillor  Green, 
Councillor  Grkenhalgh, 
Councillor  Greenwood, 
Councillor  Heys, 
Councillor  Lord, 
Councillor  Ogden, 


Councillor  WopvSwick. 


Medical  Officer’s  Annual  Report 


FOR  1905. 


G-  . • ^ 

To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Councillors 
of  the  Borough  of  Bacup. 


Gentlemen, — 

I have  the  honour  of  presenting  you  with  my  Annual 
Report  on  the  sanitary  condition  and  vital  statistics  of  the 
Borough  of  Bacup  for  the  year  1905. 

The  area  of  the  Borough  is  6,400  acres.  The  area 
covered  by  water  (if  we  exclude  the  course  of  the  river 
Jrwell)  is  so  small  that  it  may  be  ignored.  The  area 
of  the  two  reservoirs  is  9 acres.  The  area  of  the  reservoirs 
and  lodges  of  the  various  mills  cannot  be  much. 

The  population  at  the  census  for  1901  was  22,505  ; 
inhabited  houses,  5,284  ; the  average  number  of  persons 
per  house  being  4'2.  In  1891  the  average  per  house  was 
4 4 persons. 

I have  estimated  the  population  in  the  middle  of  1905 
to  have  been  22,500. 

* 

Births. 

During  1905  there  were  503  births — males  248,  females 
255 — which  is  at  the  rate  of  22'35  per  1000.  There  were 
14  illegitimate  births — males  6,  females  8.  The  birth- 
rate for  England  and  Wales  for  1905  was  27'2  per  1000. 
The  natural  increase  in  the  Borough  due  to  excess  of 
bii’ths  over  deaths  was  173  for  the  year. 

Deaths. 

There  were  330  deaths  registered — males  162,  females 
168,  which  is  at  the  rate  of  14’66  per  1000.  The  death- 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1905  was  15'2  per  1000. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  births  and 
deaths  for  the  past  10  years  : — • 
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BIRTHS. 

TOTAL  DEATHS. 

Year. 

Population 

estimated 

Number 

Rate 
per  1000 

Under  i Year 
OF  Age. 

AT  ALL 

AGES, 

to  the 
middle  of 
each  year. 

Numb’r. 

Rate  per 
1000 
Births 
Registr’d 

Numb’r. 

Rate 
per  1000 

1895 

23,500 

543 

23-02 

90 

165 

451 

19-19 

1896 

23,500 

596 

25-36 

126 

211 

451 

19-19 

1897 

23,500 

542 

23-00 

100 

184 

466 

19  40 

1898 

24,400 

589 

2413 

72 

121 

422 

17-36 

1899 

24,400 

543 

22-GS 

89 

163 

398 

16  62 

1900 

24.400 

589 

24-13 

100 

169 

472 

19-34 

1901 

22,500 

485 

24-11 

69 

142 

364 

16-18 

1902 

22,500 

560 

24-88 

76 

135 

369 

16-40 

1903 

22,500 

552 

24-52 

77 

139 

439 

19-50 

1904 

22,500 

509 

22-19 

74 

145 

381 

16-61 

Average  for  10 
Years 

1895  to  1904. 

23,370 

550 

23-50 

87 

157 

421 

17-93 

1905 

22,500 

503 

22-35 

56 

111 

330 

14-66 

The  following  table  gives  the  mortality  for  all  causes  at 
the  subjoined  ages  : — 


Deaths  under  1 

year 

561 

Total  under 

„ above  1 

year  and  under  5 years 

25  ' 

5 years,  8i 

5 

„ „ 15  „ 

10^ 

\ 

„ „ 15 

„ » 25  „ 

20 

over 

» ;;  25 

11  11  ^5  ,, 

144 

> 5 years, 

249 

,,  » 65 

years  and  upwards 

75, 

Total 

330 

CAUSES  OP  DEATH  AT  ALL  AGES. 

Scarlet  Fever  2,  Whooping  Cough  3,  Diphtheria  and 
Membranous  Croup  2,  Influenza  1,  Diarrhoea  3,  Enteritis 
6,  Phthisis  23,  Other  Tubercular  Diseases  13,  Bronchitis 
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49,  Pneumonia  14,  Pleurisy  1.  Other  Respiratory  Diseases 
2,  Diseases  and  Accidents  of  Parturition  5,  Heart  Disease 
2i,  Accidents  7,  Premature  Birth  14,  Puerperal  Fever  2, 
Cancer  8,  Alcoholism  aud  Cirrhosis  of  the  Liver  3,  all 
other  causes,  153. 

ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

There  were  ten  deaths  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic 
Diseases,  as  follows:— Scarlet  Fever  2,  Whooping  Cough  3, 
Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup  2,  Diarrhcea  3.  The 
Zymotic  death-rate  is  0-44  per  1000.  The  zymotic  death 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1905  is  1-52  per  1000. 


The  following  table  gives  the  zymotic  deaths  and 
Zymotic  death-rate  per  1000  for  the  past  10  years 


Year 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 


Zymotic  Deaths 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

28 

119 

per  1000 

51 

2-93 

24 

0-98 

42 

1-72 

55 

2-25 

24 

106 

17 

0-75 

53 

2-35 

40 

1-74 

) J 

10 

0-44 

The  following  table  gives  the  cases  of 
Diseases  notified  during  the  past  6 years 
Notification  Act : — 


Infectious 
under  the 


Year. 

1 Smallpox. 

Diphtheria  and 
Membranous 
Croup. 

1900 

0 

9 

1901 

0 

6 

1902 

0 

3 

1903 

43 

7 

1904 

4 

3 

1905 

0 

2 

Erysipelas. 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

Typhoid  Fever 

23 

395 

14 

14 

82 

9 

15 

87 

5 

5 

115 

16 

6 

38 

6 

25 

38 

4 

Puerperal  Fevei 

1 Chickenpox 

Total 

3 

0 

444 

0 

0 

111 

5 

0 

115 

1 

0 

187 

6 

103 

166 

6 

65 

140 

6 


Chickenpox  was  made  a notifiable  disease  in  July, 
There  are  only  complete  returns  for  the  past  two 

years. 


table  gives  the  Monthly  Returns  of 
Infectious  Diseases  notified  for  the  year  1905. 


The  following 


Month. 


January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 

Total 


Smallpox. 

Diphtheria  and 
Membran’us  Croup 

j Erysipelas 

Scarlet  Fever 

Typhoid  Fever 

Puerperal  Fever 

Chickenpox 

0 

0 

3 

7 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

2 

3 

0 

0 

13 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

5 

0 

0 

2 

3 

0 

1 

6 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

4 

2 

0 

2 

1 

0 

0 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

2 

2 

0 

9 

0 

0 

3 

3 

0 

1 

17 

0 

1 

4 

9 

0 

1 

5 

0 

2 

25 

38 

4 

6 

65 

o 


11 

6 

9 

18 

8 

12 

6 

9 

3 

15 

24 

20 


140 


SMALLPOX. 

The  Borough  has  been  free  from  Smallpox.  The 
disease  has  been  more  or  less  epidemic  in  some  of  the 
towns  in  l.ancashire  all  through  the  year.  In  fact 
Lancashire  has  not  been  free  from  Smallpox  for  the  past 
15  years.  The  Chief  Constable  has  had  the  Common 
Lod»ing-houses  under  special  observation,  and  every  day 
reports  have  been  sent  from  the  lodging-house  proprietors. 
It  is  a matter  for  regret  that  Vaccination  is  not  so 
thoroughly  carried  out  as  its  importance  deserves.  There 
is  little  or  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  exemption  certificates, 
so  that  there  are  large  numbers  who  in  the  event  of  an 
epidemic  of  Smallpox  will  be  especially  liable  to  be 
attacked.  During  the  past  five  years  the  number  ot 


7 


exemptions  has  steadily  increased.  During  the  last  eight 
years  753  exemptions  have  been  granted.  In  the  Hasling- 
den  Union,  the  returns  for  the  six  months  ending  December 
31st,  1904,  show  that  Bacup  has  the  highest  percentage  of 
vaccination  exemption  certificates  to  the  number  of  births 
registered.  The  following  is  the  percentage  for  the  four 
Boroughs: — Bacup,  17'8  per  cent.  ; Rawtenstall,  10'3  per 
cent.  ; Haslingden,  8'6  per  cent. ; Accrington,  5'1  per  cent. 
Such  a large  percentage  of  unvaccinated  children  is  a 
serious  menace.  EflScient  vaccination  is  the  only  certain 
method  for  the  prevention  or  the  stamping  out  of  one  of 
the  most  infectious  and  loathsome  of  diseases. 


VACCINATION. 


Through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  A.  A.  Whitehead,  B.A., 
V accination  Officer,  I am  able  to  give  the  following  valuable 
and  interesting  statistics  in  regard  to  Vaccination  for  the 
past  nine  years  in  the  Borough  : — 

Deaths 


Year 

Successful 

Vaccinations 

Exemption 

Certificates 

Births 

under i 
Year 

1897 

...  285  ... 

— 

542  ... 

100 

1898 

...  335  ... 

195 

589  ... 

72 

1899 

...  364  ... 

114  ... 

543  ... 

89 

1900 

...  314  ... 

96  ... 

589  ... 

100 

1901 

...  364  ... 

89  ... 

485  ... 

69 

1902 

...  452  ... 

51  ... 

560  ... 

76 

1903 

...  494  ... 

69  ... 

548  ... 

77 

1904 

...  383  ... 

68  ... 

509  ... 

74 

1905 

...  372  ... 

81  ... 

503  ... 

56 

CHICKENPOX. 


In  July,  1903,  we  made  Chickenpox  a notifiable 
disease.  This  disease  has  been  notified  ever  since.  In 
recent  years,  many  of  the  towns  in  which  Smallpox  has 
been  prevalent,  cases  of  modified  Smallpox  in  adults  have 
been  diagnosed  as  Chickenpox.  In  this  way  Smallpox  has 
been  unwittingly  spread.  In  all  cases  of  Chickenpox  we 
give  special  attention  to  all  cases  occurring  in  adults. 
During  the  year  there  were  65  cases  notified,  of  these  7 
were  unvaccinated. 
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SCARLET  FEVER. 

During  the  year  there  were  38  cases  notified,  the 
same  as  the  previous  year.  The  case  mortality  is  5'26  per 
cent,  of  those  notified.  There  were  two  deaths  registered 
both  under  five  years  of  age.  The  death  rate  was  0 08  per 
1000. 

The  following  table  gives  the  deaths  for  the  past  10 
years : — 


Year 

1896 

Deaths 

2 

Rates  per  i,ooo 
0-08 

1897 

7 

0-29 

1898 

1 

0-04 

1899 

9 

0-40 

1900 

22 

0-90 

1901 

3 

0T3 

1902 

3 

013 

1903 

7 

0-.34 

1904 

1 

0-04 

1905 

2 

0-08 

The  disease,  as  in  several  previous  years,  was  of  a 
mild  type.  All  the  cases  were  treated  at  home.  The 
mortality  was  low.  In  all  cases  enquiries  were  made  and 
the  usual  precautions  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the 
disease. 

DIPHTHERIA  AND  MEMBRANOUS  CROUP. 

Two  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  one  over  and 
one  under  five  years  of  age.  Both  died  ; case  mortality 
100  per  cent.  The  death  rate,  however,  for  the  whole 
population  is  low,  being  only  0 08  per  1000.  This  is  a 
disease  which  never  becomes  epidemic.  It  is  exceptional 
to  have  more  than  one  case  in  a house.  During  the  year 
we  have  had  no  such  instance. 


The  following  table  gives  the  deaths  for  the  past  10 
years : — 
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Year 

Deaths 

Rate  per  i,ooo 

1896 

. • « 

7 

0-29 

1897 

5 

0-21 

1898 

• •• 

2 

0-08 

1899 

• •• 

2 

0-08 

1900 

• • * 

3 

0T2 

1901 

• • . 

1 

004 

1902 

1 

0-04 

1903 

6 

0-26 

1904 

• • • 

2 

004 

1905 

2 

008 

MEASLES. 


No  deaths  were  registered  from  Measles  during  the 
year.  There  were  a few  cases  ; as  it  is  not  a notifiable 
disease  we  cannot  give  the  number.  The  disease  never 
became  epidemic.  Measles  comes  in  cycles.  Great  fluctu- 
ations occur  in  the  mortality  from  this  disease,  as  shown 
in  the  table  of  deaths  foi’  the  past  10  years.  It  is  the  first 
time  I believe,  in  which  no  death  has  been  notified  for 
over  20  years.  It  is  three  years  ago  since  there  was  a 
serious  epidemic,  in  which  there  were  30  deaths  registered. 

The  following  table  gives  the  deaths  for  the  past  10 
years  : — 


Year 

1896 

Deaths 

1 

Rate  per  i.ooo 

004 

1897 

37 

1-57 

1898 

1 

004 

1899 

10 

0-40 

1900 

9 

0-36 

1901 

5 

0-22 

1902 

5 

022 

1903 

30 

1-38 

1904 

6 

0-26 

1905 

0 

000 

WHOOPING  COUGH. 

Three  deaths  were  registered,  all  under  five  years  of 
age.  The  death  rate  equals  0T3  per  1,000.  In  the 
previous  year  there  were  24  deaths.  Every  two  or  three 
years  Whooping  Cough  assumes  an  epidemic  charactei: 
and  takes  a heav^  toll  of  children  under  two  years  of  age’ 
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In  older  children  the  mortality  is  very  low,  hence  the 
importance  to  keep  very  young  children  from  all  danger  of 
infection.  The  disease  should  be  always  looked  upon  as  a 
serious  one  and  medical  attention  secured. 


The  following  table  gives  the  deaths  for  the  past  10 
years : — 


Year 

Deaths 

Rate  per  i,ooo 

1896 

12 

0-51 

1897 

2 

0-08 

1898 

10 

0-40 

1899 

1 

0-04 

1900 

12 

0-49 

1901 

3 

0T3 

1902 

4 

0T7 

1903 

2 

0-08 

1904 

24 

104 

1905 

3 

0T3 

TYPHOID  OR 

ENTERIC 

FEVER. 

There  were  four  cases  notified  but  none  proved  fatal. 
In  looking  over  the  death  returns  from  Typhoid  Fever,  I 
cannot  find  any  year  in  which  one  or  more  deaths  have  not 
been  registered.  The  four  cases  occurred  in  three  houses. 
In  one  house  there  were  two  cases,  but  thei-e  was  an 
interval  of  six  months  between  them.  These  were  prob- 
ably due  to  defective  drainage.  In  the  other  two  cases 
the  source  of  the  infection  could  not  be  traced.  The  usual 
precautions  were  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease, 
also  special  pails  provided. 


The  following  table  gives  the  deaths  for  the  past  10 
years : — 


Year 

Deaths 

Rate  per  i,ooo 

1896 

1 

0-04 

1897 

5 

0-20 

1898 

5 

0-20 

1899 

4 

0T6 

1900 

2 

008 

1901 

3 

0T3 

1902 

1 

004 

1903 

5 

0-22 

1904 

3 

0 13 

1906 

0 

0 00 
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DIARRHCEA. 


There  were  three  deaths  registered,  two  under  five 
years  of  age  and  one  over.  The  death  rate  equals  0T3 
per  1,000.  Under  Diarrhoea  are  included  Epidemic 
Enteritis,  Zymotic  Enteritis,  or  Epidemic  Diarrhoea  The 
mortality  is  very  low.  There  has  been  no  serious  outbreak 
of  Epidemic  Diarrhoea  for  several  years. 


Year 

Deaths 

Rate  per  i.ooo 

1896 

5 

0-21 

1897 

3 

0T2 

1898 

5 

0-21 

1899 

15 

0-61 

1900 

7 

0-28 

1901 

9 

0-39 

1902 

2 

0-08 

1903 

3 

013 

1904 

4 

0-17 

1905 

3 

0T3 

PUERPERAL  FEVER. 


There  were  6 cases  notified  ; two  proved  fatal  ; case 
mortality  is  33  33  per  cent.  In  all  cases  in  which  midwives 
attended,  special  enquiries  were  made.  In  one  instance 
the  midwife  gave  up  attending  any  other  case  for  a period 
of  three  weeks.  In  another,  for  two  weeks.  Disinfectants 
were  used  and  the  clothing,  etc.,  fumigated  by  Form- 
aldehyde. In  the  Borough  we  have  eight  midwives  cer- 
tified under  the  Midwives  Act,  1902. 


REMARKS  ON  OTHER  DISEASES. 

Phthisis.— There  were  23  deaths  registered  from 
Phthisis,  one  under  five  years  of  age  and  22  over  The 
death  rate  equals  1-02  per  1,000.  In  the  previous  year 
there  were  16  deaths.  Phthisis  is  now  known  to  be  an 
infectious  disease.  For  about  20  years  we  have  insisted 
on  the  great  importance  of  destroying  the  germs  of  the 
disease  by  burning  all  expectorations.  This  practice  is 
generally  carried  out.  Phthisis  still  makes  a heavy  toll  on 
our  population.  This  is  particularly  felt  amongst  the 
mdustrial  and  poor  classes  of  Society.  Recently,  Sir  W. 
Broadbent  said  “ that  Phthisis  to  a large  extent  can  be 
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prevented  among  all  classes  and  almost  annihilated 
among  the  ‘ comfortable  classes.’  The  germs  of  Phthisis 
are  generated  amongst  the  ‘poorer  classes.’”  My 
experience  of  28  years  practice  very  largely  confirms  these 
statements.  It  holds  trnc  to  a large  extent  in  regard  to 
other  forms  of  Tuberculosis,  such  as  Lupus,  Tubercular 
Meningitis,  etc.  In  fact,  Phthisis  is  a “ class  disease  ” and 
is  rarely  found  amongst  the  wealthy,  except  when  there  is 
special  hereditary  tendency  to  the  disease  or  where 
alcoholism  and  vice  are  strong  predisposing  causes.  As 
the  general  social  conditions  of  the  masses  improve,  and 
there  is  greater  reserve  of  vitality,  so  in  the  same  ratio  we 
may  expect  Phthisis  to  decrease.  Much  is  being  attempted 
in  the  cure  of  the  disease  by  Public  and  Private  Sanatoria 
and  the  practice  of  the  open-air  treatment.  The 
results  will  probably  disappoint  the  promoters.  Patients 
when  returning  to  the  ordinary  environment  of  poverty, 
etc.,  often  have  a relapse  of  the  disease.  The  “gospel  of 
the  open  window  ” is  one  which  is  gradually  being  adopted. 
This  is  very  important,  especially  for  bed-rooms.  The 
objection  to  the  “night  air”  is  a false  one.  There  is 
much  more  danger  from  breathing  vitiated  air. 


The  following  table  gives  the  deaths  for  the  past  10 
years ; — 


Year 

Deaths 

Rate  per  i,ooo 

1896 

22 

0-93 

1897 

34 

1-43 

1898 

23 

102 

1899 

14 

0-57 

1900 

25 

0-90 

1901 

19 

0-84 

1902 

27 

1-20 

1903 

26 

115 

1904 

16 

0.69 

1906 

23 

102 

RESPIRATORY  DISEASES. 

These  include  Bronchitis,  Pneumonia  and  Pleurisy. 
There  were  66  deaths  registered.  Ten  under  five  years  of 
age  and  56  over.  The  death  rate  equals  2-93  per  1,000. 
T^he  deaths  from  this  class  of  diseases  is  the  lowest  ever 
recorded.  The  deaths  for  the  past  10  years  average  91 
per  year.  The  deaths  for  last  year  is  25  less  than  the 
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average.  The  most  striking  fact  in  the  mortality,  is  the 
very  few  deaths  registered  under  five  years  of  age,  only  10. 
In  the  previous  year  there  were  26. 


The  following  table  gives  the  deaths  for  the  past  10 
years : — 


Year 

Deaths 

itate  per  i,ooo 

1896 

111 

4 72 

1897 

101 

4-25 

1898 

102 

4-25 

1899 

93 

3-81 

1900 

116 

4-61 

1901 

76 

3-37 

1902 

86 

3-82 

1903 

92 

4-08 

1904 

76 

3-22 

1905 

66 

2-93 

EPIDEMIC  INFLUENZA. 

There  was  only  one  death  registered  from  Epidemic 
Influenza,  the  lowest  death  rate  recorded  for  at  least  10 
years.  There  were  very  few  cases  during  the  year. 
Nearly  all  were  of  a mild  type.  There  has  been  no  serious 
epidemic  of  Influenza  since  1900  and  1901. 


The  following  table 

gives  the 

number  of  deaths 

the  past  10  years  : — 

Year 

1896 

Deaths 

2 

Rate  per  i,ooo 
0-08 

1897 

4 

0T7 

1898 

5 

0-21 

1899 

17 

0-69 

1900 

12 

0-49 

1901 

2 

0-08 

1902 

2 

0-08 

1903 

2 

008 

1904 

6 

0-26 

1905 

1 

004 

CANCER  AND 

MALIGNANT 

DISEASE. 

There  are  only  eight  deaths  registered,  which  equals 
a death  rate  of  0 36  per  1,000.  In  the  previous  year  there 
were  16  deaths,  so  that  the  decrease  last  year  is  very 
satisfactory.  Much  valuable  work  is  being  done  in  this 
and  in  other  countries  to  discover  the  causes  of  this  terrible 
disease  with  a view  to  prevent  and  to  cure  it. 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

\ 

There  were  56  deaths  under  one  year,  which  equals 
III  per  1,000  births.  In  England  and  Wales  for  1905  it 
was  128  per  1,000  births.  The  infantile  mortality  is 
satisfactory  for  a manufacturing  town  It  is  the  lowest 
we  have  ever  recorded.  The  deaths  from  epidemic 
diseases  were  very  few — none  from  measles,  only  three 
from  whooping  cough  against  24  in  the  previous  year. 
The  mortality  from  the  respiratory  diseases  was  remark- 
ably low — only  four  deaths  for  the  whole  year.  Over  one 
half  of  the  total  deaths  were  due  to  wasting  diseases,  viz.  : 
Premature  births  14,  of  these  12  died  in  the  first  week  of 
their  birth,  and  16  to  atrophy,  debility,  and  marasmus. 
These  30  deaths  were  to  a considerable  extent  preventable. 
Nearly  all  occurred  amongst  the  poorest  of  the  working 
classes.  Our  “Infantile  Mortality”  and  supposed 
“ National  Degeneration  ” have  given  much  food  for 
serious  consideration.  Some  of  our  great  cities  and  towns 
have  established  “Sterilised  Milk  Depots”  with  the 
object  of  decreasing  the  infant  mortality.  This,  in  my 
opinion  will  not  do  much  good.  It  may  do  much  harm, 
as  it  practically  justifies  the  unnatural  feeding  of  infants, 
aud  helps  to  destroy  the  mothers’  sense  of  wrong  done  to 
the  infant.  In  my  own  practice  I find  that  there  are  very 
few  mothers  who  cannot  suckle  their  offspring.  What  we 
need  to  do  is  to  arouse  the  Public  Conscience  as  to 
the  crime  of  robbing  an  infant  of  its  natural  food, 
except  under  the  direst  necessity.  “Sterilised  Milk 
Depots  ” are  generally  least  patronised  by  those  who 
most  need  them.  To  sterilise  milk  is  not  difficult.  All 
milk  should  be  sterilised  by  boiling,  as  it  is  most  easily 
contaminated  under  the  conditions  which  usually  exist 
in  cottage  homes.  In  Lancashire  we  have  many  mothers 
engaged  in  the  cotton  industry,  who  from  necessity  or 
choice  follow  their  work  too  long  and  resume  it  too  soon 
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after  confinement.  Recently  a woman  told  me  that  she 
had  followed  the  mill  in  addition  to  her  household  duties 
during  the  child-bearing  period.  But  at  what  a fearful 
cost  F Why,  she  had  buried  five  children  out  of  a family 
of  nine,  not  one  of  whom  lived  to  1 i8  months  old. 
What  is  urgently  needed  in  many  of  ....r  textile  manu- 
facturing towns,  where  so  many  women  are  engaged  in  the 
mills  and  weaving  is  not  so  much  “ Sterilised  Milk 
Depots”  as  “Maternity  Benevolent  Societies,” 
the  purpose  of  which  should  be  to  educate  and  train  young 
mothers  in  the  duties  and  responsibilities  of  motherhood. 
Also  in  needy  cases  to  assist  in  providing  what  is 
necessary  during  the  last  three  months  of  pregnancy,  and 
first  three  months  after,  so  that  she  can  bear  a healthy 
and  strong  child  and  be  well  able  to  suckle  it.  The  three 
months  before  and  nine  months  after  birth  to  a very  con- 
siderable extent  determine  the  whole  future  life.  If 
generally  carried  out,  I believe  the  infantile  mortality 
would  greatly  decrease,  also  lower  the  deaths  in  later  life 
from  all  forms  of  tubercular  diseases.  There  were  56 
deaths  under  one  year,  21  died  within  seven  days  of  birth, 
and  36  under  three  months.  About  one  half  of  the  infants 
under  one  year  were  destined  to  die  before  they  were  three 
months  old,  due  to  prenatal  conditions  which  might  have 
been  prevented  under  more  healthy  and  natural  environ- 
ment. Our  wisdom  as  a nation  is  to  see  to  the 
healthful  conditions  of  the  motherhood  of  the 
country.  Rapid  child-bearing  is  one  of  the  evils 
associated  with  hand-fed  children,  which  would  be 
lessened  by  breast-fed.  Those  born  would  be  healthier 
and  stronger.  The  dietary  needed  to  give  the  mother 
a rich  supply  of  good  milk  is  not  dear. 

Our  infantile  mortality  is  satisfactory  for  a manufacturing 
town,  but  it  ought  to  be  further  reduced.  The  crusade 
against  “ bottle-fed  ” infants  must  be  pushed  forward. 
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Mothers  miist  be  encouraged  to  perform  their  maternal 
duties.  When  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  have  resource 
to  a “ feeding  bottle,”  only  the  “ boat-shaped  should  be 
used.  Sir  Wm.  Broadbent  recently  in  speaking  on  the 
“ india-rubber  tube  ” for  feeding  bottles  said,  “it  was 
never  sweet  ” and  was  “ infested  with  microbes,” 
also  that  the  so-called  ” comforter,”  a teat  constantly  seen 
in  the  mouths  of  infants  in  all  classes,  was  an  “ invention 
of  the  devil.”  It  was  a fraud  on  the  unhappy  child. 
It  lead  to  waste  of  its  digestive  secretions  and  it  picked 
up  every  kind  of  filth  when  it  fell  on  the  floor.  In  my 
opinion  the  sucking  of  air  through  empty  tubes,  and  the 
use  of  the  teat  or  comforter,  seriously  interferes  with  the 
natural  development  of  the  mouth  and  nasal  air-passages, 
and  is  probably  one  of  the  chief  factors  in  the  production 
of  adenoids,  which  are  so  common.  Thirty  years  ago  it  was 
very  I’are.  This  abnormal  growth  in  the  nasal  air  passages 
seriously  interferes  with  free  respiration  and  speech.  Our 
crusade  against  the  india-rubber  tube  is  gaining  ground,  as 
I am  told  the  boat- shaped  bottle  is  more  in  demand  than 
formerly.  In  addition  to  improper  feeding  through  ignor- 
ance, too  early  resumption  of  mill  work,  &c.,  one  important 
factor  is  often  overlooked,  that  is,  the  eviis  attendant  on 
alcoholism.  In  some  homes  one-third,  and  even  more,  of 
the  wages  is  spent  in  drink.  In  these  homes,  if  such  a 
word  can  be  properly  used,  one  sees  the  prime  factor  for 
infantile  mortality.  The  healthy  Breast-fed  infant, 
sleeps  much  and  grows  fat.  The  Bottle-fed  sleeps  little, 
cries  much,  grows  thin,  majority  die.  i)r.  Hope,  M.O.H., 
for  Liverpool,  has  shown  that  the  incidence  of  death  is  15 
times  greater  among  children  under  three  months  of  age 
who  are  bottle-fed,  than  it  is  among  an  equal  number  of 
children  who  are  breast-fed. 
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GENERAL  REMARKS. 

The  Borough  of  Bacup  is  a very  hilly  district.  It  i.s 
situated  on  tlie  western  spurs  of  the  Pennine  Hills.  The 
river  Irwell  takes  its  rise  at  Cliviger.  just  outside  the 
Northern  boundary  of  the  Borough,  and  flows  about  five 
miles  through  its  entire  length.  The  elevation  varies  from 
800  to  1500  feet  above  the  sea  level.  The  average  number 
of  persons  per  acre  is  3‘6.  The  population  is  very  sparse 
in  the  upland  and  moorland  portions.  In  the  central  part 
of  Bacup  and  Stacksteads  the  population  is  much  more 
dense.  The  geological  formation  is  the  mill-stone  grit, 
above  which  are  thick  beds  of  clay.  The  soil  is  cold  and 
damp. 

House  Accommodation. — The  houses  are  built  of 
stone  ; very  few  of  bricks.  Owing  to  the  improved  condi- 
tion of  the  slipper  and  cotton  industries  there  has  been  an 
influx  of  people.  Nearly  all  the  empty  houses  have  been 
repaired  and  are  now  occupied.  There  is  a scarcity  of 
artisan  dwellings  with  three  bedrooms.  This  type  of  house 
is  needed,  and  would  readily  let.  A few  have  been  built 
during  the  year,  and  have  been  occupied  as  soon  as  they 
were  I’eady  for  occupation.  Owing  to  the  physical  features 
of  the  town,  it  was  the  custom  to  build  back-to-back 
houses,  and  in  some  veiy  hilly  portions,  having  houses  one 
above  another,  the  upper  houses  being  reached  by  a 
street  at  the  back.  In  recent  years  none  of  these  have 
been  built  Every  year  manj^  of  these  houses  have  been 
improved  by  securing  more  light  and  ventilation,  and 
making  them  into  through  houses. 

Removal  and  Disposal  op  House  Refuse. — This 
woi’k  is  done  by  our  Scavengers,  and  gives  much  more 
satisfaction  than  when  it  was  done  by  contractors.  In  the 
larger  number  of  houses  the  contents  of  the  tubs  and  pails 
are  I'emoved  weekly.  Much  moi'e  might  be  done  to  lessen 
the  bulk  if  all  vegetable  matters,  paper.  Ac.,  were  burnt, 
instead  of  being  mixed  with  ashes.  The  refuse  is  deposited 
on  tips.  Since  the  division  of  the  Borough  into  seven 
cleansing  districts  by  ]\Ir.  Harnes,  Sanitary  Inspector,  the 
work  has  been  still  more  efficiently  done  This,  too,  at  a 
considerable  saving  to  the  I'ates. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. — The  Sewering  of  the 
Borough  has  made  considerable  progress  during  the  year. 


18 


The  New  Line  and  Britannia  Sewers  are  now  completed. 
During  the  ensuing  year  house  connections  will  he  pushed 
forward,  already  some  are  receiving  attention. 

Two  men  are  employed  to  remove  the  dirt  from  the 
o-rids  in  private  and  back  streets  in  the  central  portions  of 
the  Borough.  This  conduces  to  the  cleanliness  of  the 
streets,  and  the  health  of  the  Burgesses. 


Waste-Water  Closets. — These  are  being  increased 
every  year.  This  year  there  were  34  conversions,  against 
50  in  the  previous  one.  The  abolition  of  the  pail  closets, 
cesspools,  and  middens,  is  satisfactory  from  the  financial 
and  sanitary  aspect.  It  has  lessened  the  cost  to  some 
extent,  which  will  become  more  manifest  as  the  conver- 
sions progress. 

Pail  Closets. — We  have  about  2,500  pail  closets,  14 
additional  pail  closets  have  been  put  to  the  list.  It  is  most 
desirable  to  have  clean  water  closets  in  place  of  waste 
water  closets,  and  to  encourage  their  adoption  to  give  the 
water  rather  than  have  waste  water  closets  and  pails,  i he 
contents  of  the  pails  are  collected  weekly,  or  as  often 
as  required. 


Water  Supply. — The  Corporation  supply  about  2,500 
houses,  which  is  rather  less  than  one-half  of  those  in- 
habited. Every  year  the  Town’s  Water  is  being  substi- 
tuted for  private  supplies.  The  quality  is  excellent,  and 
the  quantity  has  been  satisfactory.  For  a short  period 
swilling  was  prohibited.  It  is  supplied  on  the  constant 
principle  The  water  is  collected  from  the  moors,  faltered 
through  limestone,  and,  if  necessary,  through  alumma- 
ferric  cakes,  before  it  is  filtered  through  sand-beds.  Ihe 
water  is  in  this  way  increased  in  hardness  to  about  five 
decrees  This  seems  to  have  almost  prevented  the  plumbo- 
solvent  action  of  the  Moorland  Water  on  the  lead-service 
pipes.  Cases  of  lead  poisoning,  which  a few  years  ago 
were  verv  common,  are  almost  unknown. 


Private  Water  Supplies.— Some  of  these  are  liable  to 
contamination  from  heavy  rainfalls  from  surface  washing. 
No  serious  sickness  has  occurred.  Persons  using  this 
suspicious  class  of  water  take  the  precautions  of  ti  tering 
and  boiling  it,  &c.  In  two  instances  the  water  supply  was 
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polluted  from  soakage  of  manure  pit 

These  matters  have  received  attention  \yhen  t 

water  supply  is  ready,  many  of  these  suspicious  supplies 

will  be  stopped. 


Slaughtrr  Houses.— We  have  16  on  the  register. 
These  have  been  kept  in  a fairly  satisfactory  condition. 
Some  of  them  are  in  congested  areas,  too  small,  and 
adapted  for  the  purpose. 

Offensive  Trades. — There  are  five  on  the  register. 
Tripe  Boilers  3,  Tallow  1,  Gut  Scraper  h ^Irnse  have 
been  conducted  in  a satisfactory  niannei.  le  y 
have  been  enforced. 

Smoke  Nuisances.— Five  observations  were  taken.  In 
three  notices  were  served  for  the  abatement.  In  other 
cases,  the  attention  of  the  firemen  and  stokers  was  called 
to  the  amount  of  smoke  emitted.  Some  improvement  has 
been  effected  during  the  year.  ' 


Isolation  Hospital  and  Disinfector.— These  ques- 
tions have  again  been  held  in  abeyance. 

Anthrax.— The  Chief  Constable  reported  a case  of 
Anthrax  in  a cow.  The  carcase  was  burnt,  and  the 
necessary  steps  taken  to  stamp  out  the  disease. 


Common  Lodging  Houses,  Dairies,  and  Milk  ^ Shops. 
These  are  dealt  with  under  the  Chief  Constable  s Report, 
whiidi  is  annexed. 


Factory  and  Workshops’  Act,  1901. 


On  January  1st,  1905,  there  were  140  Workshops  on 
the  Register.  During  the  year  three  have  been  closed, 
and  three  new  ones  registered.  Eight  workrooms  have 
been  measured  re  cubic  capacity.  Four  owners  having 
cluumed  their  addresses  have  been  re-registered. 

One  hundred  and  sixty  nine  visits  have  been  paid 
under  the  above  act,  and  several  defects  noted  and  im- 
provements effected.  Twenty-three  notices  were  served. 
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1. — Inspection. 


Premises 

Factories  (including  Laundry) 
Workshops  ... 

Workplaces  ... 


No.  of 
Inspections 

22 

141 

6 


2. — Defects  Found. 


Particulars 


No.  of 

Defects 

Found 


Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts 


Want  of  Cleanliness ••• 

Want  of  Ventilation  (four  workrooms  ventil- 
ated) 

Offensive  Rubbish  to  remove 

Defective  Drain  to  I’epair 

Dilapidated  Floors  to  repair 


Sanitary  Accommodation — 

Insufficient,  one  new  P.C.  provided  ... 
Insufficient,  24  W.C.’s  provided  

New  additional  W.C.’s  provided  ...  ... 

Defective  Closet  Boxes,  New  Sanitary  Pails 
provided 

Offensive  Closets  to  abolish 

Six  Offensive  Closets  in  Factory  (Three  new 
W^.C.’s  with  soil  pips  outside  fixed) 
Cesspools  abolished  and  Pail  Closets  pro- 
Cesspools abolished  and  Six  W.CL  s provided 
Pail  Closets  abolished  and  10  W.C.  s provided 
Offensive  Urinals  (new  ones  provided) 
Urinals  to  repair  and  screen  ... 

Not  separate  for  sexes  and  lack  of  privacy  ... 
Dirty  Closets  cleansed  and  whitewashed 
Defective  Closet  Boxes,  Sanitary  Pails  pro- 
vided 


1 

6 

9 

3 

3 

1 

12 

2 

10 

5 

3 

6 

29 

4 


Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act- 

Absence  of  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire  ...  3 

Bakehouse  to  whitewash  ^ 
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3. — Other  Matters. 

Number 


Factories — 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H M.  Inspector 
as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts, 
but  not  under  the  Factory  Act. 

Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector 
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Homework — 

Outworkers  registered  as  required  by  section 
107,  namely,  persons  who  take  in  their 
own  homes  materials  to  make 

We  have  on  our  Register  Six  Workplaces,  viz. : 

Kitchen  of  Restaurants  •••  •••  •••  ^ 

Livery  Stable  Yards  ...  •••  •••  ^ 

Two  Domestic  Workshops  are  Registered,  viz. : 

Dressmaker  ...  •••  •*•  •••  *“  j 

Milliner... 

Inspection  op  the  Borough.— We  have  inspected  the 
Borouffh,  and  have  taken  action  to  Remove  Nuisances  and 
Insanitary  Conditions.  It  will  be  seen  from  the  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  Report,  which  is  annexed,  that  much  valuable 
^mrk  has  been  done.  There  is  very  little  over-crowding 
In  1891  the  average  per  house  was  4.-4  persons.  in  ihUi 
it  was  only  4-2.  This  compares  very  favourably  with 
England  and  Wales.  In  1901  there  were  5 2 persons  per 
house  Most  of  the  streets  are  well  paved,  sewered,  flagged, 
channelled,  and  lighted.  There  are  some  streets  which 
need  paving,  &c.  Persons  using  them  have  to  wade 
through  mud  and  pools  of  water  in  wet  weather,  borne  ot 
these  streets  have  been  considered  with  a view  of  rep^ring 
them.  Action  has  been  delayed  owing  to  certain  diflicul- 
ties.  We  are  hoping  these  will  be  removed,  and  the  streets 
put  into  a satisfactory  condition.  The  Corporation  is  pro- 
moting a Bill  in  the  coming  Parliament,  one  part  of  which 
will  give  increased  power  for  dealing  with  these  matters. 

The  Maden  Public  Baths. — The  Baths’ Manager  s 
Report  is  annexed.  As  the  majority  of  the  houses 
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have  no  Slipper  Baths,  I would  urge  the  Burgesses  to 
avail  themselves  of  a Slipper  Bath  at  least  once  a week. 
It  is  a necessity  for  health  and  comfort,  especially  for  mill 
operatives. 

I am.  Gentlemen,  yours  obediently, 

JOHN  BROWN,  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

M.D.,  D.P.H.,  Viet.  Univ. 


Burwood  House,  Bacup, 

January  ISth,  1906. 


§tatx^txce 

OF  THE  DISTRICT. 
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TABLE  II.— VITAL  STATISTICS  URBAN  DISTRICT 
OF  BACUP  IN  1905  AND  Previous  Years. 


Year 

1 

Population 
estimated  to  middle 
of  each  year 

Births 

Registered 

Deaths  at 
all  ages 

Deaths 

under 

I year 

1895 

23500 

543 

451 

90 

1896 

23500 

596 

451 

126 

1897 

23500 

542 

466 

100 

1898 

24400 

cn 

00 

NO 

422 

72 

1899 

24400 

543 

398 

89 

1900 

24400 

589 

472 

100 

1901 

22500 

485 

364 

69 

1902 

22500 

560 

369 

76 

1903 

22500 

552 

439 

77 

1904 

22500 

509 

381 

74 

0 ^ 

ON 

C/3  00 

bfi  ^ On 

rt  00 

23370 

550 

42] 

87 

S 0 

1905 

22500 

503 

330 

56 

26 


TABLE  III.-CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED 
DURING  THE  YEAR  1905. 


Notifiable  Disease 


Cases  Notified  in  Whole  District 


At  Ages— Years 


At  all 
Ages 

Under 

I 

I to  5 

5 to  15 

15  to  25 

25  to  65 

65  and 
upwards 

Small-pox  

— 

— 







. 

Cholera  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

Membranous  Croup... 

I 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas  

25 

— 

I 

4 

4 

13 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

38 

2 

22 

II 

I 

2 

— 

Typhus  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

4 

— 

— 

I 

3 

— 

— 

Relapsing  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Continued  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Fever 

6 

— 

— 

— 

I 

5 

— 

Plague  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Varicella  

65 

4 

30 

30 

I 

— 

— 

Totals  .. 

140 

6 

54 

46 

10 

21 

3 

2? 


TABLE  IV. 

CAUSES  OF,  AND  AGES  AT,  DEATH  DURING  YEAR  1905- 


Deaths  in  or  belonging  to  Whole  District  at 
Subjoined  Ages. 


Causes  of  Death. 

All  I 
Ages 

Jnder 

I year 

I and 
under 

5 

5 and 
under 

15 

[5  and; 
under 

25 

25  and( 
under 

65 

S5  and 
up- 
wards 

Small-pox 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Measles  

. . . 

Scarlet  Fever  

2 

I 

I 

... 

. . . 

... 

Whooping  Cough 

3 

I 

2 

... 

Diphtheria  and  Mem- 
branous Croup 

2 

I 

... 

I 

... 

Croup  

... 

. . . 

... 

T Typhus  

... 

. . . 

... 

Fever  [ Enteric  ... 

. . . 

... 

) Other  continued 

... 

... 

... 

. . . 

Epidemic  Influenza 

I 

... 

. . . 

I 

Cholera  

•• 

... 

Plague  

... 

... 

Diarrhoea 

3 

2 

... 

. .. 

... 

Enteritis  

4 

3 

... 

Puerperal  Fever 

2 

... 

... 

I 

X 

... 

Erysipelas 

. . . 

... 

... 

Other  Septic  Diseases  ... 

... 

... 

... 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

23 

I 

4 

18 

Other  tubercular  diseases 

13 

I 

2 

I 

7 

2 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

8 

... 

0 

2 

Bronchitis  ..  

49 

2 

4 

I 

... 

23 

19 

Pneumonia  

14 

I 

2 

4 

5 

2 

Pleurisy  

I 

... 

... 

... 

... 

I 

Other  Diseases  of  Res- 
piratory Organs 

2 

... 

I 

I 

... 

... 

... 

Alcoholism  I 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  j 
Venereal  Disease 

3 

... 

... 

2 

I 

Premature  Birth 

14 

14 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Diseases  and  Accidents  o 
Parturition 

2 

I 

I 

... 

Heart  Diseases  

24 

... 

I 

I 

15 

7 

Accidents 

7 

... 

2 

... 

2 

I 

2 

Suicides  

... 

... 

... 

67 

40 

All  other  Causes 

• 153 

31 

9 

6 

... 

All  causes 

• 330 

56 

25 

10 

20 

144 

75 

28 


TABLE  V.— INFANTILE  MORTALITY 


Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH 

Under  [ Week 

1-2  Weeks 

2-3  Weeks 

3-4  Weeks 

Total  under 

I Month 

All 

Causes 

f Certified 

(.Uncertified  

Inquest  ...  

l6 

I 

I 

3 

... 

20 

I 

Common 
Infectious  - 
Diseases 

Diarrhoeal 

Diseases 

Wasting 

Diseases 

Tuberculous  ^ 
Diseases 

"Small-pox 

Chicken-pox  

Measles  

Scarlet  Fever  

Diphtheria : Croup  

_ Whooping  Cough 

'Diarrhoea,  all  forms  

Enteritis  (not  Tuberculous) 
Gastritis,  Gastro-intestinal 

Catarrh 

r Premature  Birth 

Congenital  Defects  

Injury  at  Birth  

Want  of  Breast-milk  

Atrophy,  Debility,  Marasmus  ... 

'Tuberculous  Meningitis 

Tuberculous  Peritonitis: 

Tabes  Mesenterica 
..Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  ... 

Erysipelas 

Syphilis  

Rickets  

Meningitis  (not  Tuberculous) 

Convulsions  

Bronchitis 

Laryngitis 

Pneumonia  ...  

Suffocation,  overlaying 

Other  Causes  

Inquest  

12 

I 

I 

3 

I 

2 

I 

... 

14 

2 

I 

I 

3 

17 

I 

3 

... 

21 

•29 


during  the  year  1905. 


Annual  Report 


f'P  THE 

Sanitary  Inspector  for  1905 

6 ® 

To  His  Worship  the  Mayor  (Alderman  J.  H Maden,  Chairman), 
and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  of  the  Corporation  of  the 
Borough  of  Bacup. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  submitting  to  you  my  fourth 
annual  report,  giving  details  of  the  work  done  by  my 
department  during  the  year  1905. 

Inspection  op  the  Borough  and  Removal  op  Nuisances. 


As  in  previous  years,  regular  inspections  of  the  courts, 
yards,  and  passages  within  the  Borough  have  been  made, 
and  the  nuisances  discovered  during  such  inspections  have 
been  dealt  with  in  accordance  with  tl^e  provisions  of  the 
various  Health  Acts. 

The  nuisances  discovered  were  of  a varied  nature, 
many  being  of  such  a character  as  to  require  no  structural 
alteration  to  property  to  procure  their  abatement ; there- 
fore in  many  instances,  verbal  intimation  to  the  persons 
responsible  was  sufficient  to  bring  about  the  desired  result. 
In  cases,  however,  where  the  nuisances  arose  from 
structural  defects,  or  from  the  absence  of  sanitary  appli- 
ances, the  usual  statutory  notices  were  served  upon  the 
owners. 

Summary  op  Work. 


Visits  and  Re-visits  to  Houses  ...  ...  ...  1381 

Notices  and  Letters  served  ...  ..  ...  ...  459 

Nuisances  Abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  677 

Workshop  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  169 

Slaughter  Houses  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  158 
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Summary  op  Work — continued. 

Offensive  Trades  ...  ...  ...  •••  H 

Rooms  Disinfected  ...  ...  ..  •••  •••  74 

Drains  Tested  (by  smoke)  ...  ...  .••  55 

Complaints  Received  ...  ...  ..  ••  ■■■  75 

Visits  to  Fried  Fish  Shops  ...  ...  ...  69 

Visits  Paid  to  Infected  Houses  •-  *297 

Public  Urinals  Repaired  and  Painted  ...  ...  7 

Nuisances  Abated. 

Insufficient  Closet  Accommodation  (Factories)  ...  6 

24  Water  Closets  provided 
,,  ,,  I Pail  Closet  provided  ...  I 

Foul  Drains  Cleansed  ...  ...  64 

Cesspools  Abolished  (Water  Closets  provided)  ..  6 

,,  „ (Pail  Closets  provided)  ...  12 

Pail  Closets  Abolished  (Water  Closets  provided)  ...  28 

Privy  Middens  Abolished  (Water  Closets  provided)  2 
„ „ (Pail  Closets  provided)  4 

Privy  under  Bedroom  Abolished  (W.C.  provided)  I 
Disused  Cellar  Dwellings  Cleansed  and  closed  ...  7 

Workshop  Floors  to  Repair  ...  ...  ...  2 

Badly  Ventilated  Workrooms  ...  . ..  4 

Pigs  kept  in  Dwelling  House,  so  as  to  be  a Nuisance  1 
Defective  Drains  to  Repair  ...  ...  ...  14 

Gable  ends  Damp  (to  cement)  ...  ...  ...  5 

„ „ (to  Provide  Open  Areas)  ...  4 

Drainage  from  2 Houses  Polluting  Well  (New 

Drain  Laid)  ..  ..  ...  I 

Drainage  from  Manui'e  Tank  Polluting  Water 

Supply  ...  ...  1 

Lavatory  Waste  Pipe  Stopped-up  ..  ..  ...  1 

Dilapidated  Privy  Doors  and  Frames  (New  ones 

Fixed  ...  ..  . . ...  11 

Offensive  Workshops  to  Cleanse  ...  ...  ...  3 

Dilapidated  Slaughter  House Floors(Floors  repaired)  2 

Defective  Drains,  Gullies,  and  18in.  Channels  Fixed  7 

Dilapidated  Closet  Seats  (New  Ones  Fixed)  ...  23 

Bath  Waste  Pipes  Disconnected  from  Drain  ...  4 

Lavatory  Waste  Pipes  Disconnected  from  Drain  ...  2 

New  Pedestal  Water  Closets  Fixed  ...  ...  15 

Offensive  Urinals  to  Abolish  ..  ...  5 

Urinals  to  Repair  and  Screen  ...  ...  ...  2 

New  Urinals  Provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Dilapidated  Closets  to  Rebuild  ...  ...  ...  15 
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Ndisances  Abated — continued 

Dilapidated  Sinkstones  (New  Ones  fixed)  ...  ...  7 

Insufficient  Closet  Accommodation  (Pail  Closets 

Provided)  ...  ...  4 

’>  5)  ,,  ,,  (W.C.  provided)  2 

Dilapidated  Surface  of  Yards  Relaid  with  Flags  ..  11 

Dilapidated  Privy  Roofs  and  Walls  to  Repair  ..  41 

Dilapidated  Ashpit  Walls  to  Repair  ...  9 

Closet  Doors  Broken  Off  (New  Doors  Fixed)  25 

Broken  Closet  Basins  (taken  out)  ...  ..  ...  4 

Dirty  Closets  to  Cleanse  ..  ..  ..  ..  37 

(Factories)  ...  ...  ...  29 

Offensive  Rubbish  to  Remove  ...  ...  14 

Houses  without  Ashpit  Accommodation  (Asb  Bins 

Provided)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Dirty  Dwellings  to  Cleanse  ...  . ...  6 

Dirty  Bedrooms  to  Cleanse  ...  ...  ...  7 

Slaughter  Houses  to  Cleanse  ..  ...  ..  9 

Offensive  Trades  (Premises  to  Whitewash)  ...  2 

Dirty  Bakehouse  to  Whitewash  ...  ...  ...  1 

Smoke  Nuisances  ..  ...  ...  ...  3 

Fall  Pipes  Stopped  Up  (Cleansed) 7 

Premises  Used  for  Pish  Prying  (to  Cleanse)  ...  3 

Broken  Pan  Closed  Inside  House  (Removed)  ...  I 

Dilapidated  Cow  Shed  Floors  (Relaid)  ...  ...  4 

,,  Roof  and  Walls  (Repaired)  3 

Additional  Light  to  Cow  Shed  Provided  ...  . 1 

Offensive  Storeroom  (to  Cleanse  and  Whitewash)  1 

Offensive  Deposits  to  Remove  ...  ...  ...  9 

Insufficient  Ashpits  (Ash-bins  Provided)  ..  ...  34 

Dilapidated  Manure  Pits  to  Repair  ...  ...  2 

Defective  Drains  Under  Buildings  (Drains  taken 

out)  5 

Defective  Drains  Under  Buildings  (Relaid  in 

Concrete)  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Dilapidated  House  Roofs  Repaired  ..  ...  ...  14 

Dilapidated  Spouting  and  Fall-pipes  (New  Ones  fiixed)  22 
Offensive  Closets  Discharging  into  the  River  (Pail 

Closet  Provided)  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Gullies  and  Dishstoues  Fixed  to  Drains  ...  ...  21 

Defective  Lavatory  Basins  (New  ones  fixed)  ...  3 

Disused  Closets  to  Abolish  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Risers  to  Closet  Seats  required  ..  ..  ...  17 

Cellar  Drains  Cleansed  and  repaired  ...  ...  10 

Rubble  Drains  Abolished,  and  Sanitary  Drains 

Substituted  ...  ...  ...  •••  ...  4 


Nuisances  Abated — rontinued 

Dilapidated  tUoset  Ilexes  (Sanitary  Pails  provided)  13 
Additional  Pail  (llosets  provided  ...  ...  ...  12 

Privy  Doors  to  lletix  ..  ...  ...  ...  14 

Dilapidated  Ashpits  Abolished  (Sanitary  Ash-bins 

provided)  ...  ..  8 

Sinkwaste  Pipe  Disconnected  from  Drains  (Gullies 

and  18in  Channels  fixed  ...  58 

Sinkwaste  Pipes  Stopped  Up  (Cleansed)  ...  ..  14 

Foul  Water  Closet  Di-ains  (Cleansed)  ...  17 

Fall  Pipes  Disconnected  from  Drains  ...  ...  19 

Premises  Overcrowded  ...  ...  ..  ...  6 

Defective  Sinkwaste  Pipes  (Lead  Trap  Fixed)  ...  4 

Stagnant  Water  in  Cellar  ...  1 

Defective  Sinkwaste  Pipes  (New  Ones  Fixed  ...  39 

Drains  Re-laid  ...  ...  29 

Hens  and  Rabbits  kept  in  Dwelling  House  ...  1 

Offensive  Yard  to  Cleanse  and  Hens  to  Remove  ...  3 

To  Provide  Galvanised  Bins  (Slaughter  Houses)  . 3 

The  following  work  was  in  hand  at  the  close  of  the 

year 

Offensive  Closet  to  take  Down  and  Provide  Water 

Closet  ...  ..  ...  ...  1 

Ashpit  to  Abolish  and  Provide  Ash-bin  ...  ..  1 

Offensive  Urinal  to  Abolish,  and  Provide  Sanitary 

Urinal  ...  ..  ...  1 

To  Provide  Additional  Closets  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cesspools  to  Abolish  and  Provide  Water  Closets  . 2 

Pail  Closed  to  Abolish,  and  Provide  Water  Closet  1 

P.S. — One  notice  frequently  deals  with  several 
separate  Nuisances. 

Drains  Tested  (by  Smoke). 

No  of  Premises,  55.  No.  of 

Defects 

Nature  of  Defects  Found  Work  Carried  Out 


Defective  Drain  in  Cellar  ...  1 Drain  taken  out 

Defective  Drains  (Open  Joints)  3 New  Drains  laid 

Defective  Drain  in  Washhouse  1 Drain  I'epaired 

Sinkwaste  Pipes  connected 

direct  to  Drains  ..  . 10  Sinkwaste  pipes 

disconnected, 
gullies  & channels 
fixed 
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Defective  Rubble  Drains 
Waste  Pipes  from  Bath  and 
Lavatory  discharging  dii-ect 
into  drain  ... 


Defective  Iron  'trap  ... 

Rubble  Drains  passing  under 
dwelling 

Fallpipes  connected  direct  into 
drains 

Defective  Drain  passing  under 
house 

Defective  Drains 

Broken  Drain  built  in  wall  ... 


New  Drain  laids 


4 Waste  pipes  dis- 

connected, gullies 
and  channels  fixed 

1 Iron  trap  removed 

4 Drains  taken  out, 
new  sanitary  pipe 
drain  laid 

5 Tailpipes  Disconnec- 
ted, gully  traps  fixed 

4 Drains  removed 

13  New  Druins  laid 

1 Drain  i-emoved 


During  the  year  I have  submitted  the  following 
Reports  to  the  Health  Committee,  viz.  ; — 

Report  re  Drainage  at  Tunstead. 

Report  re  Lodging  House,  Princess  Street. 

Report  re  Disposal  of  Nightsoil. 

Section  36,  “ Public  Heal'ih  Act”  (1875) 

Report  re  Closets  in  Brewery  Street. 

Report  re  Closets  in  Albion  Street. 


Diseased  and  Unsound  Food. 


During  the 

year  two  seizures  of 

Diseased  and 

wholesome  Food  were  made  : — 

No.  of  Seizures 

Article 

Weight 

1 

Beef  ... 

140  lbs. 

1 

Livers ... 

55  lbs. 

Total  Weight  ... 

195  lbs. 

With  a view  to  the  encouragement  of  the  sale  of 
wholesome  food,  a practice  has  for  some  time  past  been 
adopted  that  when  retail  vendors  become  aware  that 
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articles  of  food  purchased  of  wliolesale  dealers  are  unsound 
and  unlit  for  human  consumption,  they  attend  with  the 
same  at  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Office,  and  if  satisfied 
that  no  attempt  has  been  made  to  sell  the  articles,  1 receive 
instructions  from  the  owners  to  have  the  same  destroyed, 
and  a certificate  is  given  in  support  of  any  claim  upon  the 
wholesale  firm  who  originally  sold  the  same.  This  no 
doubt  prevents  a large  amount  of  unsound  food  being 
offered  for  sale.  Two  certificates  have  been  granted 
during  the  year  under  these  circumstances.  Your  Insjaector 
finds  that  in  our  Borough  there  are  a number  of  people 
who  are  in  the  habit  of  getting  salt  from  street  hawkers  in 
exchange  for  rags.  On  several  occasions  1 have  found  the 
salt  wrapped  in  a dirty  filthy  cloth.  I have  drawn  hawkers’ 
attention  to  this  and  advised  a clean  box  in  which  to  store 
the  salt  Boxes  are  now  being  generally  used. 

The  whole  of  the  butchers,  fishmongers,  fruiterers, 
and  other  tradesmen’s  premises  have  been  kept  under 
close  and  frequent  supervision  ; also,  the  Market  has  been 
visited  twice  weekly. 

Slaughter  Houses. 

Number  on  Register,  16. 

The  Slaughter  Houses  in  the  Borough  have  been 
periodically  inspected.  Some  of  the  Slaughter  Houses 
are  in  congested  areas,  and  structurally  not  suited  for  the 
purpose,  otherwise  the  premises  are  kept  clean,  and  at  the 
time  of  my  inspections  the  slaughtering  was  done  so  as  to 
prevent,  as  far  as  the  nature  of  the  trade  would  allow, 
any  effluvium  nuisances.  Several  improvements  have 
been  effected  at  the  slaughter  houses  during  the  year. 

Thirty-nine  permits  have  been  granted  during  the 
year,  allowing  persons  to  slaughter  the  following  animals 
on  premises  not  licensed  as  Slaughter  Houses,  viz. ; — Pigs, 
49  ; Cow,  1 ; Sheep,  2 ; Calves,  6.  I am  strongly  of 
opinion  that  this  privilege  is  liable  to  be  abused,  also  your 
Inspector  cannot  supervise  these  premises  as  satisfactorily 
as  the  Slaughter  Houses. 

Offensive  Trades. 

Number  on  Register — Tripe  Boilers  ...  ...  3 

„ „ Tallow  Mel  ter  ..  ...  1 

„ „ Gut  Scraper  ...  ...  1 


Total  5 
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The  above  premises  have  been  regularly  inspected, 
and,  as  far  as  the  nature  of  the  trade  would  allow,  kept  m 
a clean  condition,  the  Bye-Laws  being  strictly  enforced. 


Fried  Fish  Shops. 

Sixty-nine  visits  were  made  to  these  premises  1 he 
premises  were  clean  and  well  fitted  up.  Your  Inspector 
occasionally  receives  complaints  from  people  living  near 
these  premises  regarding  the  smells,  but  when  sound  fash 
and  good  materials  are  used,  and  considering  the  advan- 
tages they  offer  of  a cheap,  wholesome,  nutritious  food, 
little  exception  can  be  taken  to  the  manner  in  which  they 
are  conducted. 

Smoke  Nuis.4,nces. 

Five  observations,  of  an  hour’s  duration,  were  made. 
In  three  instances  Nuisances  were  observed.  Notices  have 
been  served  and  an  improvement  effected.  A still  greater 
improvement  would  be  effected  if  firemen  would  exercise 
greater  care  during  the  process  of  firing.  The  attention 
of  the  fireman  and  owners  in  four  instances  has  been 
called  to  this  matter.  One  owner  has  adopted  a mechanical 
forced  draught  appliance.  Having  only  recently  been 
adopted  no  opinion  can  be  expressed  as  to  its  utility. 

Vans  Used  as  Dwellings. 


The  dwelling  vans  of  showmen  who  visited  the  town 
for  the  purpose  of  attending  the  fair,  were  all  inspected  in 
order  to  ascertain  their  sanitary  condition,  and  also  for  the 
purpose  of  detecting  any  infectious  disease  which  might 
exist  among  the  inmates.  The  condition  of  the  vans  was 
satisfactory,  and  no  infectious  disease  was  found  to  exist 
among  the  occupiers. 

Factory  and  Workshops’  Act,  1901. 


On  January  1st,  1905,  there  were  140  Workshops  on 
the  Register.  During  the  year  three  have  been  closed, 
and  three  new  ones  registered.  Eight  workrooms  have 
been  measured  re  cubic  capacity.  Four  owners  having 
changed  their  addresses  have  been  re-registered. 

One  hundred  and  sixty  nine  visits  have  been  paid 
under  the  above  act,  and  several  defects  noted  and  im- 
provements effected.  Twenty-three  notices  were  served. 
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1. — Inspection. 


Premises 

Factories  (including  Laundry) 
Workshops  ... 

Workplaces  ... 

2. — Defects  Found. 


Particulars 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts — 

Want  of  Cleanliness  ..  ...  •••  3 

Want  of  Ventilation  (four  workrooms  ventil- 
ated) • ■ 

Offensive  Rubbish  to  remove  ..  ...  ...  3 

Defective  Drain  to  repair  ..  ..  ...  2 

Dilapidated  Floors  to  repair  ..  ..  ...  2 

Sanitary  Accommodation — 

Insufficient,  one  new  P.C.  provided  ...  ...  1 

Insufficient,  24  W.C.’s  provided  ..  ..  6 

New  additional  W.C.’s  provided  ..  ...  9 

Defective  Closet  Boxes,  New  Sanitary  Pails 

provided  ...  •••  3 

Offensive  Closets  to  abolish  . ...  3 

Six  Offensive  Closets  in  Factory  (Three  new 

W.C.’s  with  soil  pipe  outside  fixed)  1 

Cesspools  abolished  and  Pail  Closets  pro- 
vided ...  ..  ••  12 

Cesspools  abolished  and  Six  W.C.’s  provided  2 

Pail  Closets  abolished  and  10  W.C.’s  provided  10 

Offensive  Urinals  (new  ones  provided)  ..  5 

Urinals  to  repair  and  screen  ...  ...  3 

Not  separate  for  sexes  and  lack  of  privacy  ...  6 

Dirty  Closets  cleansed  and  whitewashed  ...  29 

Defective  Closet  Boxes,  Sanitary  Pails  pro- 
vided ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  4 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act — 

Absence  of  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire  ...  3 

Bakehouse  to  whitewash  ...  ...  ..  1 


No.  of 
Inspections 

22 

. 141 

6 


No.  of 

Defects 

Found 
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3. — Othkr  Matters. 


Factories — 


Number 


Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H.M.  Inspector 
as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts, 
but  not  under  the  Factory  Act.  ‘ 

Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector 

Homework — 

Outworkers  registered  as  required  by  section 
107,  namely,  persons  who  take  in  tbeir 
own  homes  materials  to  make  • 1"^ 

We  have  on  our  Register  Six  Workplaces,  viz. 

Kitchen  of  Restaurants  ...  -•  ^ 

Livery  Stable  Yards  ...  ...  ••  " 

Two  Domestic  Workshops  are  Registered,  viz.  : — 

Dressmaker  ..  ...  •••  •••  •••  j 

In  all  cases  I found  a willingness  on  the  part  of  the 
owners  to  carry  out  any  suggestion  made  respecting  the 
sanitary  improvement  of  their  premises  All  the  defects 
complained  of  with  three  exceptions  being  attended  to, 
those  not  carried  out  are  receiving  attention. 


Dairies,  Cowsheds,  akd  Milkshops. 

During  the  year  several  contraventions  were  found, 
and  the  following  improvements  effected. 

Number 

Rubble  Drain  passing  under  house,  new  sanitary 
pipe  drain  laid 

Sink  waste  Bath  and  Lavatory  Waste  Pipes  dis- 
connected from  drains  ...  •••  j 

Damp  Hou.se,  open  area,  provided  1 

Soil  Pipe  inside  dairy,  soil  pipe  removed  ...  ...  1 

Offensive  Pan  Closet  in  house,  closet  removed  ...  1 

Dilapidated  Closet  Box,  sanitary  pail  provided  ..  1 

New  Pail  Closet  built  ...  .I’  i i 

Badly  Lighted  Premises,  additional  light  provided  i 

Pigs  kept  in  house  ...  ...  •••  •••  ^ 
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Dairiks,  Cowsueds,  and  Milkshops — continued. 

Number 


Cowsheds  Roofs  to  repair  ...  ...  3 

Dilapidated  Spouting,  new  spouts  fixed  ...  3 

Dilapidated  Cowshed  Floor,  new  floors  laid  4 

Sewage  from  Drains  Polluting  Water  Supply, 

new  drains  laid  •.•  ...  .•  2 

Dirty  Dairy  to  cleanse  ...  1 

Slauglitering  Cattle  without  permit  ...  ...  2 

Drains  inside  Cowslieds,  di’ains  removed,  new 

drains  laid  outside  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Cowshed  Disinfected  after  case  of  anthrax  ...  1 

Dilapidated  Closet  to  repair  ...  ...  ...  1 


On  visiting  one  farm  I found  an  occupier  in  the  act  of 
dressing  a cow  which  had  been  suffocated  the  previous 
day.  The  carcase  was  dark,  badly  set,  and  decomposition 
had  set  in.  The  flesh  was  entirely  unfit  for  human  food. 
The  carcase  was  destroj-ed. 

On  visiting  another  farm  I found  the  carcase  of  a cow 
which  had  recently  been  dressed.  On  making  enquiries 
I found  that  the  cow  a few  hours  before  had  injured  itself, 
and  the  farmer  had  killed  it.  The  flesh  was  sound,  well 
set,  and  in  good  condition.  This  meat  was  sold. 

Infectious  Diseases. 


The  following  number  of  Infectious  Diseases  were 


reported  during  the  year  : — 

Chickenpox  ...  ..  ...  ...  65 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

Puerperal  Fever  ...  ..  ...  ...  6 

Typhoid  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Diphtheria  (Mem.  Croup)  .,  ...  ...  2 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  25 

Measles...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 


146 

Two  hundred  and  ninety-seven  visits  were  made  to 
infected  houses,  enquiries  made  as  to  the  cause  or  origin 
of  the  disease,  instructions  given  with  regard  to  the  isola- 
tion of  the  infected  persons,  and  disinfection  of  the  infected 
articles,  &c.,  connected  with  the  disease.  Sanitary  Pails, 
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Disinfectants,  and  Carbolised  Oil  are  supplied  free,  and 
tbe  bedding,  clothes,  &c  , disinfected  in  the  room  with 
Formic  Aldehyde  or  Sulphur  Gas  on  recovery  of  tlie 
patient. 

In  case  tbe  infected  person  was  a child  attending 
school,  the  school  authorities  were  informed,  and  instruc- 
tions given  to  keep  all  children  from  school  until  the 
Medical  Attendant  certified  the  children  to  be  free  from 
infection.  Some  parents  believe  that  children  have  to 
graduate  through  the  various  infantile  diseases,  and  with 
this  belief  expose  them  to  infection  so  as  to  have  it  all  over 
toc'ether.  74  rooms  have  been  disinfected  and  one 
Cowshed  in  which  had  been  a case  of  anthrax  ; also  four 
parcels  of  clothing  from  Midwifes  who  had  been  in  atten- 
dance on  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever. 

The  free  supply  of  disinfectants  in  the  Boi'ough  has 
been  duly  appreciated.  In  some  instances  I find  that 
disinfectants  has  taken  the  place  of  cleanliness.  When 
tbe  occupiers’  attention  were  called  to  this  matter  disin- 
fectants were  not  so  freely  used,  but  search  was  made  for 
any  offensive  smell  and  the  cause  of  same  removed,  instead 
of  being  covered  up. 

From  my  inspections  during  the  year  I find  that  the 
people  are  taking  a greater  interest  in  matters  relating  to 
sanitation  in  and  around  their  dwellings,  and  from  this 
increased  interest  improvement  in  the  health  of  the 
parents  and  children  must  be  effected. 

Cleansing  Department. 

During  the  year  I have  visited  each  district,  and 
made  myself  acquainted  with  the  sanitary  condition  of 
the  differently  constructed  Privies  and  Ashpits  in  the 
Borouo-h.  These  are  being  reduced,  and  the  water-carriage 
system  adopted.  The  weekly  and  bi-weekly  collection  of 
shop  refuse  in  the  central  portion  of  the  town  has  been 
well  sustained,  and  1 think  has  given  very  general  satis- 
faction. Seventy-nine  lends  of  vegetable  refuse,  and  one 
hundred  and  fiftv-six  loads  of  abattoir  garbage  have  been 
collected,  no  complaints  having  been  imnle  >^e'-ernl 
Municipal  Authorities  convert  this  refuse,  along  w ith  fish 
offal,  into  a dry  concentrated  manure.  The  present  system 
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of  depositing  ashes  in  small  boxes,  bags,  tubs.  &c.  (winch 
by  courtesy  are  called  ashbins)  on  the  foot])aths  until 
emptied  by  our  men.  does  not  assist  in  making  our  town 
sanitary.  1 hope  tlie  time  Is  not  far  distant  when  these 
receptacles  will  be  abolished.  Ash-tubs  and  boxes  aie 
far  too  frequently  daugei-ous  for  the  workmen  to  handle, 
owing  to  the  rusty  nails  and  broken  hoops.  During  the 
vear^one  such  accident  has  occurred.  Portable  circular 
^alvauised-irou  Ash-bins,  with  covers,  are  better  lu  every 
way.  During  the  year  48  Ash-bins  have  been  provided. 
Every  application  received  for  the  emptying  of  AshpHs, 
Cesspools,  or  Pails  are  duly  recorded  in  a book.  During 
the  year  34  such  applications  were  made,  which  were  at- 
teneed  to.  The  efforts  of  the  Health  Committee  in 
making  an  earnest  attempt  to  dispose  of  the  nightsoil  in  a 
more  sanitary  manner  in  preference  to  “ Dumping  ” it  on 
the  tips  has  so  far  been  satisfactory.  Some  of  the  outlying 
districts  are  scavenged  by  contract.  As  opportunities 
occur  we  are  undertaking  this  work  by  our  own  staff. 
During  the  year  a larger  amount  of  trade  refuse  has  been 
removed  than  in  previous  years. 

The  abolition  of  the  conservancy  system,  and  the 
adoption  of  water  carriage  system  for  refuse  removal  is 
rapidly  becoming  general  throughout  the  country,  and 
wherever  the  sewers  are  satisfactory  your  Inspector  would 
advise  that  the  abolition  of  all  Closets  so  constructed  as  to 
retain  excrenientitious  matter  around  houses  be  rigidly 
enforced,  and  clean  Water  Closets  substituted,  as  it  is 
becoming  more  appai  ent  that  the  water  carriage  system 
proper  is  the  only  alternative.  As  the  Health  Committee 
finds  the  labour  fol-  conversion  of  Pail  Closets  in  suitable 
places,  I would  strongly  recommend  the  Committee  to 
consider  the  question  of  adopting  clean  water  Closets  in 
lieu  of  waste  water  Closets,  as  these  Closets  are  not  as 
sanitary.  It  was  claimed  for  these  Closets  when  they  were 
introduced  that  a great  saving  of  fresh  water  would  be 
effected,  through  being  flushed  with  slop  water.  But 
practical  experience  has  shewn  that  this  is  not  the  case. 
During  the  summer  I paid  special  attention  during  my 
inspections,  and  observed  that,  owing  to  the  smells  arising 
from  them,  a large  quantity  of  clean  water  was  used,  the 
taps  being  often  allowed  to  run  a great  length  of  time. 

The  condition  of  the  cesspools  abolished  during  the 
year  was  extremely  unsatifactory,  and  dangerous  to  health. 
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The  chariE^e  in  the  districts  where  wnter  closets  have  been 
provided  Is  giving  much  satisfaction  to  the  inhabitants. 
The  abolition  of  Pail  Closets  in  the  Borough,  and  a free 
supply  of  water  to  Water  Closets,  is  a question  which 
might  with  advantage  be  considered  by  the  Health 
Committee. 


TABLE  SHOWING  NUMBER  OF  PAILS  EMPTIED  AND 
LOADS  OF  RUBBISH  REMOVED  EACH  MONTH. 


Month. 

Pails.  Is 

Loads 
laughter  \ 
House 
Refuse 

Loads 

egetable 

Refuse 

Total 

Loads 

Refuse 

iemoved 

January  ...  

6611 

14 

8 

555 

February  

6121 

14 

8 

569 

March  

8139 

14 

8 

699 

April  

6633 

15 

10 

562 

May...  

8139 

14 

8 

696 

June  ...  

6596 

14 

8 

541 

July 

6192 

15 

10 

502 

August  

9428 

14 

8 

766 

September 

5234 

15 

10 

626 

October  

6642 

14 

8 

561 

November 

8346 

14 

8 

695 

December 

• 6597 

15 

10 

590 

Total  1905... 

. 84678 

172 

104 

7362 

Your  Sanitary  Inspector  gratefully  recognises  the 
valuable  assistance  he  has  received  from  His  Worship  the 
Mayor  (Alderman  J.  H.  Maden,  Chairman,)  and  Members 
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of  the  Health  Committee,  in  his  endeavours  to  improve 
the  sanitary  condition  of  the  Boi’ough. 

I remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ARTHUR  E.  BARNES. 

Asso.  Royal  San.  Inst.,  London  (by  exam  ) ; Member  of  Incorp.  Assoc. 
San.  Inspectors  ; Hons.  Cert.  Plumbing,  etc. 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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Chief  Constable’s  Report  for  1905. 


^ c 5 " 

# 

I have  the  honour  to  report  for  your  information  that 
the  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  have  been  inspected 
and  found  in  a fairly  satisfactory  condition. 

The  Common  Lodging-houses  are  visited  daily,  and 
each  proprietor  fills  up  a form  stating  the  name  of  each 
lodger,  whence  they  came,  and  their  destination,  which  he 
hands  to  the  visiting  officer  each  morning ; these  are  kept 
at  the  Police  Station  for  reference. 

There  is  no  alteration  in  the  number  of  Common 
Lodging-houses,  but  somewhat  increased  accommodation 
therein. 


J.  HARLAND, 

Chief  Constable. 
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Bath  Superintendent’s  Report, 

6 (T  kj-*  S ® 


To  His  Worship  the  Mayor  (Chairman),  and  Members 
of  the  Health  and  Baths  Committee  of  the 
Borough  of  Bacup. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Tenth  Annual 
Report  on  the  work  of  this  department. 

The  number  of  bathers  who  have  used  the  various 
kinds  of  baths  during  the  year  is  34,844,  a slight  increase 
over  1904. 

All  the  baths  have  been  in  use  during  the  year. 

The  greatest  number  using  the  baths  during  one 
month  was  in  August,  when  there  were  8,061  bathers. 


The  following  table  will  show  the  number  of  bathers 
for  the  last  eleven  years.  I have  no  report  for  the  year 


1894 


1895  ... 

...  25,961 

1896  ... 

...  29,689 

1897  ... 

...  33,889 

1898  ... 

...  35,316 

1899  ... 

...  36,996 

1900  ... 

...  32,335 

1901  ... 

...  34,626 

1902  ... 

...  31,329 

1903  ... 

...  29,191 

1904  ... 

...  34,236 

1905  ... 

...  34,844 
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STATEMENT  SHOWING  THE  NUMBER  OF  BATHERS  IN 


Description  of  Baths. 


Special  Turkish 
2nd  Turkish  ... 

Vapour 

Slipper,  1st  Class  Mens 
Slipper,  2ud  Class  Meus 
Swimming',  2nd  Class  Mens 
Swimming,  2nd  Class  Boys 
Swimming,  1st  Class  Mens 
Swimming,  1st  Class  Boys 
Slipper,  1st  Class  Ladies 
Slipper  2nd  Class  Ladies 
Swimming,  2nd  Class  Ladie 
Swimming,  2nd  Class  Girls 
Contracts 
Season  Tickets 
School  Children 
Policemen 

Polo  and  Squadron  Matches 
Drawers 


Total  per  Month 


’$ 

o 

<0 


rO 

0 

O 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

April 

May 

June  * 

11 

I4 

41 

45 

55 

62 

64- 

6 

5 

0 

6 

9 

5 

60 

57 

98 

118 

218 

299^ 

140 

158 

242 

286 

488 

6711 

111 

173 

317 

451 

683 

816 

169 

187 

362 

643 

1116 

1316) 

236 

318) 

1 

162 

164; 

. . . 

12 

43 

”’8 

56 

153 

179 

60 

270 

210 

2 

8 

2 : 

. t2456 

... 

... 

... 

"20 

*298' 

52. 

9/9 

1 /8/0 

! 7 

26 

118 

ii3 

176 

172. 

2976 

621 

1066 

1621 

3450 

4494- 

r6  CQ 

00 

CO 

05 

CO 

CO 

(M 

0 

“ r-l 

rH 

rH 

£ 

10 

50 

0 

lO 

! 

1 

CO 

05 

CO 

* Children  not  paid  for  2892. 
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EACH  CLASS  OF  BATH,  AND  FEES  RECEIVED. 


July 

August 

Sept. 

October 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Total  each 
Class 
for  Year 

Receipts 
from  each 
Class  for  Year 

£ 

8.  d. 

2 

1 

4 

0 

6 0 

46 

73 

27 

34 

32 

23 

536 

26 

16  0 

6 

5 

4 

6 

3 

1 

58 

2 

3 6 

359 

392 

98 

93 

91 

83 

1966 

32 

15  4 

816 

1014 

121 

136 

188 

177 

4437 

36 

19  6 

1051 

1758 

407 

414 

407 

211 

6799 

56 

13  2 

1463 

2725 

759 

535 

470 

220 

9965 

41 

10  5 

282 

438 

93 

69 

12 

1448 

24 

2 8 

135 

262 

83 

38 

844 

7 

0 8 

51 

64 

15 

21 

8 

214 

3 

11  4 

... 

83 

67 

51 

201 

1 

13  6 

ioo 

120 

33 

28 

16 

361 

3 

0 2 

204 

236 

150 

137 

14 

1073 

4 

9 5 

270 

300 

120 

90 

... 

1320 

11 

0 0 

... 

12 

4 

10  0 

.*6^5 

*620 

*383 

*737 

*2i9 

5348 

5 

2 4 

44 

52 

27 

28 

30 

258 

... 

2/0/6 

0/8/6 

16/0 

. . . 

. . 

5 

2 9 

285 

335 

60 

148 

56 

26 

1532 

6 

7 8 

Old 

Iron 

0 

10  0 

5462 

8061 

2403 

2433 

1541 

716 

34844 

1 

273 

14  5 

1— 1 

00 

I> 

rH 

IC 

05 

00 

05 

CD 

00 

'cH 

f-H 

f-H 

CO 

CD 

i-H 

CD 

CO 

CM 

t Children  paid  for  this  year  2456,  who  came  in  1904. 


